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Waterway Park proposed at the heart of new villages
The Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Park could be the central feature which
links a number of new villages south of Milton Keynes and in the Marston Vale. As one
of its options for providing new homes Central Bedfordshire Council’s Local Plan
consultation proposes a series of new villages in the Marston Vale and near Aspley
Guise.
In the Marston Vale the proposed villages would be focussed around the new
Waterway linking Brogborough and Stewartby lakes and this theme would be
continued to the south of Milton Keynes.
Jane Hamilton, Chair of the Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway Trust said
“We are delighted that the role which the Waterway Park can play in creating an
attractive location around which new homes and businesses can grow has been
recognised by Central Bedfordshire Council. The Waterway Park will help create a
strong sense of place and identity. With current pressure for more jobs and homes
locally, the early establishment of an attractive and sustainable environment will be
key to making a difference.
This is a wonderful opportunity to create something unique for the communities
between Bedford and Milton Keynes and we very much hope that it will add a positive
to the always difficult debate about new homes.”
ENDS -
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Notes to editor
The B&MK Waterway Trust was established in 1995 to promote the development of a
broad waterway park which will link the Grand Union Canal in Milton Keynes to the
river Great Ouse in Bedford through a series of waterway parks. More detail can be
found at:
http://www.b-mkwaterway.org.uk/
2009 saw the first section of the waterway actually dug when a wide tunnel designed
for use by the Waterway, a footpath and cycleway, was constructed leading under the
newly dualled A421. It joined the Marston Vale Millennium Country Park with Berry
Wood, Wootton.
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